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from that bird. . Not only is the general bulk of Osculatia more 
slender than that of Geotrygon, but its tarsi are much longer 
in proportion to its size, the tail is much shorter, and the 
outer primaries much reduced in width towards the end, 
instead of each being a broad feather with a uniformly curved 
edge to the inner web. All the members of Geotrygon have 
uniformly coloured tails; and in having ashy tips to its rec- 
trices Osculatia approaches Leptoptila. Indeed it seems, as 
Bonaparte says, to occupy an intermediate position between 
Leptoptila and Geotrygon. 

Bonaparte’s plate does but scant justice to the extreme 
beauty of O. sapphirina. This and the bird now described 
are by far the most lovely of South-American Pigeons. The 
head of O. sapphirina is white on the forehead, which colour 
gradually shades into grey on the occiput, which again passes 
into metallic green towards the nape, and then to bronze on 
the hind neck and upper back. As already stated, O. pur- 
purata has the forehead white, the top of the head and nape 
being of a very dark rich purple. 


XXX VI.—WNote on the Breeding of the Sacred Ibis in the Zoo- 
logical Society’s Gardens. By P. L. SCLATER. 


(Plate XII.) 


Tue Sacred Ibis being naturally a bird of much interest to 
the readers of this Journal, some notes on the breeding of 
this species, concerning which few details* appear to have 
been hitherto recorded f, may not be unacceptable. 

The Sacred Ibis (1bis ethiopica) is a bird which does well 


* Heuglin (Orn. N.O.-Afr. ii. pp. 11, 38) speaks of the breeding-places 
of this bird on the flooded islands and river-banks of the Eastern Soudan, 
and correctly describes the eggs. He was not himself able to ascend to 
the nests, which are placed on high trees in large colonies. 

+ In our.‘ Nomenclator’ Mr. Salvin and I (following Vieillot) have 
used Ibis for the American group of J. alba and I. rubra. But Ibis 
was applied by Savigny in 1810 to the Sacred Ibis, before Vieillot used 
it for the former group, for which, consequently, Eudocimus of Wagler is 
the correct term. Cf. Elliot, P. Z. S. 1877, p. 482. 
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in captivity, and of which examples are to be seen in most of 
the larger zoological gardens of Europe. In the Regent’s 
Park our Sacred Ibises pass the winter in the “ Western 
Aviary ? along with individuals of the allied species, Zis 
bernieri, I. strictipennis*, and I. melanocephala, and other 
members of the group. In the summer the flock of Ibises 
is turned out onto what is called the “ Waterfowl? Lawn,” 
where they pass their time happily enough, stalking about 
on the green sward, and wading into the adjoining pond. 

In 1876 two individuals of the Sacred Ibis on the lawn 
were observed to be pairing, and, having been supplied with 
small sticks, made a loose flat nest in a low bush, about two 
feet from the ground, on the opposite side of the pond from 
the walk. Two eggs were laid, but, it is believed, rolled out 
of the nest, and came to nothing. i 

In 1877 the attached pair renewed their efforts, and were 
more successful. Two eggs were laid on a flat nest, in nearly 
the same situation, about the middle of June. One of them 
was hatched on July 6th, after about twenty-one days’ incu- 
bation ; the other was addled. The young bird grew quickly, 
and in less than a month was of nearly the same size as its 
parents. As will be seen by Mr. Smit’s sketch (Pl. XII.), 
it was immediately distinguishable from them by the nearly 
straight and shorter bill, by the head and neck being 
covered by short black feathers, and the absence of all the 
ornamental plumes. This bird is still living in the Gardens 
(August 1878), and has nearly attained the plumage of ma- 
turity, although there still remain some short black feathers 
on the head and neck. 

In 1878 a pair of Sacred Ibises (it is believed the same 
pair) have renewed their attempts to breed. One egg was 
dropped before the birds were turned out on the grass-plot, 
about April 22nd. One other was laid in the nest, after it 


* As already noted (Ibis, 1878, p. 112), it is not difficult for the most 
unlearned observer to distinguish this eastern representative of the Sacred 
Ibis, when alive, from its allied form, although Mr. Elliot (P. Z. 8. 1877, 
p. 487), not having succeeded in realizing the differences in dead specimens, 
has united the two species. 


Notes on Mr. R. B. Sharpe’s Catalogue of Accipitres. 451 


was made in the usual situation, but, I regret to say, came to 
nothing, although the parents sat alternately on it for at 
least ten or twelve days. A second nest was subsequently 
formed, and two more eggs laid ; but, unfortunately, no results 
were obtained. 

The egg of Ibis æthiopica, which is now figured (PI. XII.) 
from the specimen laid this year before the birds left 
the aviary, measures about 2°6 inches by 1'9. It is white, 
slightly speckled and scratched with reddish brown, and 
seems to me to resemble, as it naturally would, the egg of 
the Spoonbill more than that of any other bird with which I 
am acquainted. 

Mr. E. C. Taylor (anteà, p. 872) has lately recorded the 
occurrence of the Sacred Ibis in Lower Egypt, concerning 
which Captain Shelley* seems to have been rather too incre- 
dulous, as has already been remarked by Heuglin (l. s.c.). 
Heuglin himself saw an example shot near Quata, in the 
Delta, in 1864, by the hunting-party of Prince Halim Pasha ; 
and there are other records of the same kind, although the 
bird is, no doubt, only an occasional straggler so far north. 


XXXVII.—WNotes on a ‘Catalogue of the Accipitres in the 
British Museum, by R. Bowdler Sharpe (1874). By J. H. 
GURNEY. 

[Continued from p. 356. | 


Tue Sea-Eagles, which I propose next to consider, form a 
group nearly allied to the typical Aquilinæ, but chiefly dis- 
tinguished from them by having the tarsus bare of feathers, 
except for a short distance below its upper extremity, and 
also by their more aquatic habits, both as regards the loca- 
lities which they frequent, and the food on which they, for 
the most part, subsist. 

The group of Sea-Eagles may appropriately bear the title 
of Haliaetinæ, which was used by the late Mr. Blyth, though 
in a somewhat wider sense than that in which I adopt it, at 


* ‘Birds of Egypt,’ p. 261. 
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